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DevTzRONONT, XXili, 0% 
When the hoſt goeth forth again/t thine enemies, then 
keep thee from every wicked thing. 


words of my text are a charge which the 
Almighty gave by Moſes to the children of Il 
rael. The charge implies, that, altho, the Lord was 
the Shield of their help and the Sword of their ex- 
* cellency,* the aggreſſion of enemies might inter- 
rupt their tranquillity ; that they were not permitted 
tamely to ſurrender to every invader the privileges 
which they enjoyed as a nation; but that it was 
their duty to fight in defence of that unequalled hap- 
pineſs which the favour -of heaven had conferred 
upon them: and the charge calls them, at ſuch 
ſeaſons eſpecially, to abſtain from the fins of the 
neighbouring nations, and to maintain the conduct 
which became 2 peculiar * holy unto the 
Lord.“ 


A Although 


1 4 


, Although the deſcendants of Abraham received 2 
more immediate direction from heaven in their 
national concerns than was ever vouchſafed to any 


_ other people, yet we know, that He * who hath 


made of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth, hath determined the 
* bounds of their habitation, and that He divides to 


them their inheritance.* The virtues, the vices, 


the paſſions, and the ſchemes of men are ſome of the, 
inſtruments by which the Governor among the na- 


tions extends or abridges the meaſure of national 


proſperity. The bleſſings of peace, and the cala- 


mities of war are part of the inſtruction which the 


4 


Father of ſpirits adminiſters to his intelligent offspring. 
The ſword, which either wiſdom or folly has un- 


ſheathed, does not return to its ſcabbard till it has 


fulfilled the charge which it had received from Him; 


and the experience of that people to whom the words 
of my text were addreſſed, gives warning to all the 
nations of the earth that the judgment of the Lord, 


which is ſent in mercy ſor correction, will bring de- 


ſtruction upon thoſe whom it does not correct. 


Being thus warranted, by the firſt principles of 
religion, to conſider the Almighty as ſaying to every 
nation engaged in war, When the hoſt goeth 
* forth againſt thine enemies, then keep thee from 


© every wicked thing, I ſhall follow the pious 
purpoſe for which our „ Sovereign has com- 


manded 


1 


manded us to aſſemble this day, by ſtating the leſ- 
ſons of righteouſneſs which the preſent interruption 
of our national tranquillity may ſuggeſt to the people 
of Great Britain; and by drawing your attention, 
in the progreſs of my diſcourſe, to the circumſtances 


which appear 10 give a peculiar energy to thoſe 
leſſons. 


Frxsr, When the hoſt 8 forth againſt thine, - 
enemies, then keep thee from every approach to 
tumult, ſedition, and diſaffection. 

The general principle of benevolence, which re· 
ceives a, particular direction from all the relations 
of human life, naturally extends beyond the circle 
of our perſonal connections, to embrace that political 
ſociety of which we conſtitute a part. If we derive, 
from our union with other men, advantages which 
cannot be enjoyed in ſolitude, it becomes a branch 
of juſtice to repay thoſe advantages by an attention 
to their intereſt: and if our union be conſtructed 
upon thoſe fair and equitable principles by which 
their welfare and ours are inſeparably linked toge- 
ther, the performance of this act of juſtice i is en- 
forced by ſelf. love, becauſe by ſeeking the good of 
the whole body, we enlarge or we ſecure thoſe bleſ- 
ſings of which all the members partake. Sacred 
hiſtory records, with higk applauſe, numberleſs diſ- 
plays of a warm and unſhaken attachment to the 
lms wealth of Iſrael : and although the Goſpel, 

A 2 deſtined 


deſtined to be the e 0 of all nations, does not 
cheriſn a predilection for any form of Government, 
although, in oppoſition to the narrow ſpirit which a 
few often” foſtered, it teaches us to conſider all men 
as our brethren, yet, with the moſt accurate atten- 
tion to the principles of human nature, and the eir- 
| cumſtances of the human race, this perfect ſyſtem 
of morality does not allow the extenſion of benevo- 
"lence to extinguiſh private affection, or a 'zeal for 
the good of mankind to interfere with the duties of 
a "4% By the general influence of its doctrines, 
the Goſpel forms that charafter which renders: a 
E n a good ſubje&t of every Government un- 
der which he enj joys protection; and in many par- 
| ticular precepts it enjoins thoſe very expreſſions of 
© aitachineti to the ſtate, which reaſon: and orgs in- 
culcate, +6 9580 | 
In the ſucceſſion of peaceful dektfronita, er 
erection of Government tends to withdraw the at- 
; Lan ok the ſubjects from itſelf; and the great 
body of the people, reaping without moleſtation the 
' fruits of their induſtry, do not feel any obligation to 
| purſue "the Intereft of the ſtate as an object diſtinct 
"from their on. But any circumſtance which 
| Creates ah ap apf rehenſion'that che bleſſings derived from 
. 2 connection with the community may be impaired, 
enhances their value in the eſtimation of every good 
_bitizen, and 'renders him firenuous in his efforts to 
detain 


1 


detain them. Thoſe interruptions of the general 
tranquillity, to which all large ſocieties are expoſed, 
remind the Members that the quiet and ſucceſsful 
conduct of the ordinary buſineſs of life depends upon 
the protection of the ſtate. Thoſe national exer- 
tions, which the wiſdom of the community ſome- 
times judges neceſſary, call forth the united ſtrength 
of the members to conſtitute that public force which 
may provide for the ſecurity. of the whole. It is at 
ſuch ſeaſons that the ſtate demands a return for the 
advantages which ſhe confers, While certain or- 
ders of citizens are ſent to expoſe their lives in her 
ſervice,” all are obliged to contribute to the expence 
af that ſervice ; Individuals are required to ſub» 
mit their own judgment to the wiſdom of the ſtate, 
and their private intereſt to the good of the com. 
munity ; and it is expected that thoſe ſentiments of 
public ſpirit, and thoſe wiſhes for the national pro- 
ſperity, which may be allowed to languiſh i in times of 
peace, will, in times of national exertion, oy vigo- 
rous and univerſal, _ 

If the inhabitants of any country were ever called 
to remain firm.and united in their attachment to the 
ſtate, when the hoſt went forth againſt their enemies, 

the war in which we are at prefent engaged preſcribes 
that duty to the inhabitants of Great Britain. We 
are not fighting for 2 commercial intereſt, as to the 


value of which we might be miſtaken ; for the ag- 
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LES | 
grandizement of a foreign Prince who might ſoon 
turn his arms againſt us; for a particular ſyſtem 
with regard to the balance of power, which, after 
being eſtabliſhed by our efforts, might, from a change 
of--oircumſtances, prove hurtful to the liberties of 
Europe: But we are fighting in defence of that 
Conſtitution under which we have enjoyed ſecurity 


and proſperity, and in ſupport of our exiſtence as 2 
free independent Nation, againſt enemies who have 


<P by their words; and their actions, that it is 
Naa ae to hy us of dane een which we-hold 


dear. 


Thoſe 400 e thi hc 1 after the 
late change of Government #1 France, actuated by 
the ſume ſpirit of jealouſy which we are accuſtomed 
toxrace in the ancient republics, conſidered the new 
order of things as inſecure” while the form. of Go- 
vernment in the neighbouring ſtates continued dif. 


fmilar to theirs. They employed the moſt unre - 


mitting:indufiry in diſſeminating thro? the continent 
of Europe what they call the principles of Liberty 
and Equality; and regarding Great Britain as their 
moſt nm they. rejoiced to find 
ſame men in this Iſland willing to forward. their 
deſigns. French emiſſaries were aſſiſted by the au- 
thors of certain ſeditious publications in an attempt 
to pervert the underſtanding, and to poiſon the minds 
. en * held * various 

Nin 00 Britiſh 


tr) 


Britiſh Societies was boaſted of in the National 
Aſſembly ; and it was there falſely and flanderouſly 
ſaid, the hearts of the Britiſh people are with us; 
their rulers only are againſt us. For ſome time 
it was believed, that the good ſenſe and the unequal- 
led happineſs. of the Nation, were of themſelves ſuf- 
ficient to counteract the miſchievous tendency of the 
deſpicable publications which were induſtriouſly cir- 
culated. But when Societies breathing ſedition 
multiplied in all the large towns of Great Britain: 
when every ſnare was laid to inveigle the uninform-. 
ed into aſſociations, the deep deſigns of which they 

did not penetrate; and when a ſcheme was held 
forth to the public for imitating the Primary Aſſem- 


blies of France, and holding a convention which 


might over- awe the legiflature; all wiſe and good: 

men began to be alarmed. Our rulers, with that 
vigilance which became their ſtation, exerted the 
powers entruſted to them in checking the diffuſion of 
opinions fubverſive of all government, and in detec 
ting the correſpondence held with that country from 

whence thoſe opinions had been imported. Many 


reſpectable members of the legiſlature, who had been 
accuſtomed at other times to oppoſe adminiſtration, - 
gave their cordial ſupport to the meaſures adopted 
for the defence of the conſtitution. A great part of 
thoſe who had formerly expreſſed a ſtrongdeſire of ob- 
taining what appeared to them a ſalutary reform, 

1 woiſely 


[8] 


wiſely and temperately ſuſpended their application to 
Parliament till more peaceful times; and wiſhing 
only to improve that venerable fabric which they 
admired, refuſed. to hold any alliance with men who 
threatened. with rude and wicked hands, to pull it 
down. Almoſt every community in Britain declar- 
ed that they felt themſelves happy; that they repu- 
diated French principles, and that they held in ab- 
horrence the conduct which thoſe principles had pro- 
duced. A great and-flouriſhing Nation lifted up its 
voice; and the murmurs of the difcontented were 
drowned. - They had been loud, and buſy, and 
turbulent; and they thought they were many. But 
when the number of them was taken, they appeared 
contemptible. Overawed by the ſentences, which 
their qountry, by the mouth of many reſpectable 


_ juries, pronounced upon. their accomplices, ſome of 


them retired to France; and thoſe WhO remained; 
were: obliged. either to retract their aſſertions, or to 
hold a language leſs Obnoxious to the laws, and leſs 
pernicious to the minds of their countrymen. + 
But altho? internal tranquillity was in this manner 
reſtored about the end of laſt year to Great Britain, 


the rulers of France did not deſiſt from purſuing their 


obje&. By a-decree of the National Convention in 
November, they had publiſhed their refolution to 
diſaſſettod to the government under, which they lived, 


80 | and 


6 L 9 1 
and their readineſs to come, and ficcording to their 
phraſe, give fraternity to all who invited them. 
Preſuming upon the ſucceſs of thoſe” arts which they 
employed in their correſpondence with Britain, they 
entertained the hope of receiving ſuch an invitation 
from hence; or if that ſhould not be openly given, 
they had no doubt of exciting ſo general a diſaffection 
as might furniſh a pretext for their viſiting this hap» 
py. Iſlaud, and might facilitate their operations. But 
when the general will of the Nation was unequivo - 
callyexpreſt in oppoſition to their views 5 when all 
ranks of men, ſatisfied with the precious inheritance” 
which they had received from their Fathers, rejec- 
ted the fatal preſent which foreigners offered to 
bring; when the people of Great Britain, repoſmg 
under that Tree of Liberty which has ſtruek its robots 4 
deep in this Iſland, and after having ſtood many a 
ſtorm, ſpreada its branches laden with fruit to: be 
gathered by the rich and the poor, ſaid that they 
would not permit a ſpurious, unhealthy, poiſonous 
ſhoot to be planted in their borders. When de 
intrigues of France were diſcovered and defeated, 
her crulers- threw off the maſk: and althoꝰ we had 
been content with expreſſing to one another the 
emotions of pity, and horror, and indignation, which 
their atrocious deeds excited in every humane breaſt, 
without taking any active part in their domeſtie 
concerns, they repaid W neutrality by a 


bn | declara- 
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declaration of war. With the ſpirit of rapine and 
plunder, which, in former times, drove the fierce 
hordes of the North to deſolate the interior parts of 
Europe, they had ſent ſorth their armies to ſubſiſt by 
exacting contributions, and by exercifing every ſpe- 
Cies of cruelty and outrage, in the towns of Flan: 
ders, and on the confines of Germany, to which they 
gave fraternity; and they fixed their eyes upon the 
wealth of Holland and Britain as a rich booty. With 
a ſpirit of univerſal conqueſt more formidable to the 
liberties of Europe, than the ambition of Louis 
XIV. which our Fathers combated with rehown 
and with ſucceſs, they afſumed the office of judging 
between Tulers and their ſubjects; of preſcribing 
what antient treaties ſhould be obſerved; and What 
"ſhould be exploded ; and of explaining” the rights of 
| ations according to their own ideas bf the rights of 
: are | Their declaration of war againſt us turned 
n the me aſures adopted by the legiſlature for 
eee the introduction, or checking the 1 

Srels of French principles in this country, and 
upon other matters of internal regulation, for ch 


4 Jurely* 1 we were not accountable to any other 


1 fs ©15 
_ nation: : and they ordered their armes to penetrate 


into "Holland, becauſe che States - General would 

TLC) N. 

. not, | in obedience 1 to the mandate of France, felin- 
quiſh a right which had been the foundation of their 


3 and which from the firſt days of their 
re- 


a 


E * 1 


republic, had been tenaciouſly held by themſelves, 
and recognized by their allies. The invaſion of the 
Dutch territories was a ſtep in the progreſs to Bri- 
tain ; for it was the avowed purpoſe of our enemies, 
after conquering Holland, to paſs over into this 
Iſland: and had they been able to execute the whole 
extent of their purpoſe, they would have impoſed 
by their ſwords that fraternity which we would not. 
alk, and they would have numbered Great Britain 
amongſt the departments c of France. 

An aggreſſion ſo unprovoked excited 2 
indignation. Even the few who had ſaid that the 
progreſs of French principles gave. no juſt cauſe of 


alarm, admitted the neceſſity of reſiſting the pro- 


greſs of French arms. The meaſures propoſed by the 
Executive Government for proſecuting the war have 
received almoſt an unanimous ſupport in Parliament: 
and the alacrity with which the hoſt went forth, the 
f rapidity with which the different corps, deſtined for 
the internal defence of the country, are receiving 
their complement of men, the bounties offered by 
communities, and by individuals, to thoſe who ſhall 
engage in his Majeſty's ſervice, | and the proviſion 
made by private liberality for the widows and chil- 
dren of thoſe who may fall, clearly demonſtrate the 
| ſenſe of the nation. We ſubmit to the expenc&of our 
armaments, to the temporary ſtagnation of com- 
merce and manufactures, and to the other evils in- 
B 2 cident 
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cident to war, as 8 price wiſely -paid-for the ſecurity; 
ofthoſe. invaluable.intereſts which are now at ſtake. 
Wen received an early omen of, future ſucceſſes! 
when. the ſon af our beloved King, at the head of a 
choſen band landed on the .coalt of Holland in, 
time to revive ahe ſpirits and inpigorate the exe», 
tions of our allies, and to, itneſs the firſt repulſe of, 
aur enemies. That repulſe has been followed, in 
quick ſucceſſion, by various defeats, which have com- 
pelled them to renounce, their conqueſts, and to. 
meaſure hack their ſte ps; and from all that has hap: 
pened ſmoe the war began, we entertain the moſt. 
ſanguine hopes, that, having been called by the firſt; 
la of nature to axm in defence of that happineſs, 
which the favour, of Heaven has conferred, we ſhall. 
obtain, before we, defire to lay down our arms, all that. 
it. is fair and honourable for this nation to demand. 
Such are the, ſentiments with which the Degen 
war has inſpired the people of Great Britain. They 
ars ſo naturally ſuggeſted, and ſo ſtrongly inculcated 
by dhe circumſtances in which ( the hoſt goeth forth, 
+ ;pgain(t, our enemies, o that, in illuſtrating this firſt . 
jeſſon,, I hays had the ſatisfaction of | giving the. 
hiſftery:.at what is, father | than of exhorting you. to. 
what ught to be; And I have only further to ſay 
upon his bead, that a ſpeedy and a happy termina- 
tion of theqvar depends, under God, upon a _ 
tinuantr of the ſpirit with which it has begun. 
enemies have no other hope of ſucceſs than that — 
they 
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they may derive from creating a diviſion in dur ths 
tereſts and our wiſhes. We' underſtand that they? 
have been endeavouring to avail themſelves of theſe 
circumflances in the political fate of Ireland, which 
render that part of the Empire more acepſſible tö 
their intrigues tlian any other. In Britain too; the 
will leave no method untried to excite à fpfrit ef 
diſaffection; and they may ſtill perhaps find even in 
this happy country, ſome auxiliaries: For altho' 
the moſt uninformed will not Hſten to the emiſſüries 
of France, if they ſhould attempt to paint her pro- 
ent reſgurces in a formidable light, and acho' the! 
föuriſhing ſtate of our finances has prevented that 
kind of murmuting which ſometimes ariſes from the 
impoſition of new taxes, yet, as many orders of men 
miſt ſuffer, during the courſe of the war; from che 
interruption | of commerce, there will not be wam⸗ 
ing a popular topic of declamation. „The inſults 
which may be offered to our coaſts, the occaſionul 
captiires of our Ships, and the more ſerious-difaſters © 
which' may befal us even in a fiiccefsfill war; will be" 
mapnifled by thoſe v ho delieht in foreboding eV A 
will fürniſh the diſcontented with à ſpecibus ground 
of complaint againſt the Execttive Governmontli“ 
The plans, by which ſpeculative men have thoughts 
chat our conftitution might be rendeted more perfect 
will be brought forward for the purpoſe of teaching?.? 
* 10 1 enn m men 
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diffatisfied. The vigilance of Adminiſtration in de: 
tecting incendiaries, and the wholeſome ſeverity of 
law in puniſning treaſon, will be repreſented as in- 
compatible with liberty; and every regulation of po- 
lice, every exerciſe of authority which happens to be 
unpopular, will be laid hold of, as a pretext for ex- 
eee — of __ towns: to reſiſt the ci - 
The ood ſenſe of the as ein Dems 
not fail to diſcern the pernicious tendency. of ſuch at 
tempts to practiſe upon their minds, and will regard 
with becoming jealouſy all from whom they proceeds 
A ſeaſon of danger and alarm, and national exertion, 
a time when the laws ſhould reign ſupreme ; when 
tho attention of Government ſhould not be diſtrad 
from its care for the public ſafety ; when every wan 
ſhould be found at his poſt, waiting in ſilence to-re- 
ceive the orders which may be given him, prompt in 
yielding obedience, and ready to lend to the commu- 
nity all his talents, and all his vigour. At ſuch. a 
time, all who love their country, forgetting former 
quarrels, without recrimination, and with undivided 


_ zeal in the common cauſe, ſhould encourage one ana- 


ther under every hardſhip, and every effort which 


may be neceſſary to repel the invader. It is mad- 


neſs for thoſe who are within, to create a» confuſion 
which will aſſiſt the operations of the foe without. 
Ib is valn to expect, amidſt the 4 of arms, the calm 


om K diſcuſ- 
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diſcuſſion, which any alteration of an eſtabliſhed Gas, 
vernment requires. When we have turned aſide 
the dagger which is planted at our breaſt, we ſhall 
have leiſure to canvaſs ſchemes of improvement, and 
if they are [found reaſonable, we may adopt them 
without hazard. But the example of our enemies 
may convince us; that it is not an eaſy matter to pull 
- down one form of Government, and to erect another 
in tits ſtead: Altho? French philoſophy had boaſted 
that ſhe was able to direct the ſtorm whick ſhe had 
_ raiſed; her feeble voice has hitherto been drowned by 
te uproar of a ſavage multitude; and by the cabals 
of mean unprincipled men: And aſter all the crimes 
which have been committed, and the miſery which 
has been endured in France, it reſts with thoſe we 
have the power of the ſword to decide, whether th 
preſe ſhall terminate in ſome form of 
deſpotiſm, or in à fair and equal Government. 

Our neighbours have compelled: us to call ow 
our enemies. But they ſhall-not, compelais to adopt 
the ſentiments with which they wage war, They 
did not ſet an example in former times of the * 
ner in vchich our rulers have behaved during che 
commotions in France: and their late declaration 
of war ſhe ws that they are incapable of imitating 
fudh generoſity But it is congenial to the charaa- 
ter of the Britifh nation. The hearts of the people 
ars im perfect uniſon with the meaſures of Goveri- 
MItiL | | ment 
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ment towards France; and, in the ſame ſpirit of ge⸗ 


neroſity which has guided the public counſels, with 
a firmneſs which only the generous poſſeſs, the voice 
of the nation thus ſpeaks to its enemies. Al- 
though we do not attempt to impoſe upon others our 
form of government, we are not jealous of its being 
communicated ; and we ſhall rejoice if you at length 
attain that ſecurity and proſperity which we already 
poſſeſs, We wiſh you to be like us, becauſe we 
know that you will then be happy. But we will not. 
tread in your ſteps, becauſe you have ſhewn us that 
they lead to wretchedneſs. We will anxiouſly avoid 
every approach to the rapidity! and violence, with 
which your Government has of late undergone a ſuc- 
ceſſion of changes, to the domination of your dema- 
gogues, and to the caprice and fury of the mob 
which overawes your Convention. And while to the 
fanaticiſm, the deſpair, and the want which have dri. 
ven you to arms, the hoſt, whom we have ſent forth 
againſt you, will oppoſe in the field the ſteady cou- 
rage formed by a ſenſe of the value of what they de- 
fend, you ſhall continue to behold on this ſide of the 
Channel, a nation united in reverence for the laws, 
in loyalty to their ſovereign, and in the firm purpoſe 
of maintaining that ſubordination of ranks, which 
they know to be the beſt guard of liberty : a nation 
whom your inſidious arts did not corrupt, whom 
your boaſting did not intimidate, and whom your 

| . 


E 


example has confirmed in attachment to that conſti· 
tution of which, with an envious eye, and an uſur- 
ping hand, you attempted to rob us.“ 


II. When the hoſt 8 forth againſt thine ene · 
mies, then keep thee from every approach t to impie- 
In poliſhed ſtates, the ſucceſſion of Lab xy occur 
rences is not favourable to the ſentiment of religion. 
When there are no viſible marks of the interpoſition 
of the Almighty, men, accuſtomed to exerciſe their 


ſagacity in inveſtigating the ſprings which move hu- 


man affairs, forget that thoſe ſprings are only means 
N by Him, who worketh all things accord- 
ing to the counſel of his will.” Amidſt the many 
new objects of attention and deſire, created by the 
improvements of art and ſcience, the enquiries and 
controverſies which conſtituted tlie learning of for- 
mer times are regarded as unimportant. Amidſt the 
multiplicity of the buſineſs and enjoyments - of this, 
life, the thoughts of another vaniſh. Many who, | 
believe 1 in Chriſt do not think themſelves obliged to 


make a profeſſion of their faith ; while others are, 


led by reaſonings, the fallacy of which they cannot, 
detect. or by paſſions that are impatient of reſtraint, 

to indulge the ſame wantonneſs of profanity, as if, . 
were now demonſtrated and univerſally, believed, thab, 
religion 1 is falſe. | 
0 | But 
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But any ſignal alteration upon the courſe of hu- 
man affairs, tends to revive in every breaſt an im- 
preſſion of the Supreme Being; and, amongſt com- 
munities of men, the ſame events which call forth 
an attachment to the ſtate, correct the giddineſs and 
preſumption which long tranquillity often inſpires, 
and produce a public acknowledgement of the Ruler 
of nations. When the hoſt goeth forth againſt the 
enemy, there is hardly any man, while his eyes fol- 


? 


low the bark which carries them to the ſcene of dan- 


ger, who does not addreſs to heaven a vow for their 
ſafety. The more intimately that his fortune is 
linked with theirs, his prayers are the more earneſt 
and the more frequent ; and the children, the wives, 
the companions, and friends of thoſe who re- 
main at home, are commended to heaven with a 


voice too ſtrong to be drowned by the intoxication 


of pleaſure, or the refinements of falſe philoſophy. — 
The hoſt, however brave and well - directed, cannot 
command ſucceſs; for the wiſdom of the wiſe has 
often been confounded, and the arm of the mighty 
broken, while raſhneſs and miſconduct have gained 
a bloodleſs victory. Fleets, which covered the face 


of the deep, and advanced in the pride of conqueſt, 


have been ſhattered or diſperſed by a ſtorm : And 
upon land, He who is the father of the rain, in 
© whoſe hand are the treaſures of ſnow and hail, who 
can divide a water-courſe for the overflowing of wa- 

ter, 
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ter, and a way for the lightning of thunder, brings 
forth theſe his miniſters * in the time of trouble, in 
the day of battle, and of war, and ſends them for cor- 
© rection or for mercy, to do whatever he com- 
© mands,” 

Thoſe antient nations, the hiſtory of whoſe war- 
like exploits early engages the admiration of every 
cultivated mind, acknowledged, amidſt the ſplendour 
and extent of their conqueſts, that the ſword which 
they ſo ably wielded was not ſufficient to enſure 
them victory. Even their unenlightened minds re- 
cognized, in the day of battle, a power ſuperior to 

their own; and they ſought him blindly after the 
manner of their fathers. In place of the proceſſions 
and coſtly offerings, which with them formed a part 
of the pomp of war, in place of the many victims 
which they flew before the hoſt went forth, and the 
vows by which they attempted to purchaſe the fa- 
vour of their gods, we have been taught to ſubſti- 
tute the more rational ſervice which our Gracious 
Sovereign hath called us this day to perform. But 
we have alſo learnt that it is not merely the ſpread- 
ing forth of the hands of a whole nation, with which 
the Father of Spirits is delighted. By commanding 
the ſword to be unſhtathed, he means to bring back 
the hearts of his children to himſelf : And we do in- 
deed underſtand the doing of the Lord, if it produces 
amongſt all ranks an habitual acknowledgement of 
* 2 his 
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his Providence, a ſmall reſpect for the inſtitutions of 
religion, and the various expreſſions of unfeigned de- 
votion. Did the ſentiment of piety, cheriſhed by 
the ſervices of this day, become thus vigorous and 
univerſal, it would preſerve the people of Great Bri- 
tain united! in attachment to the conſtitution, and ſub- 
miſſion to the laws; it would promote the practice of 
every domeſtic and every public virtue; it would 
inſpire courage in the hour of danger ; and ib would 
ſoothe our minds with the hope of a favourable an- 
ſwer to the ſupplications which we preſent for the 
fafety of thoſe who are dear to us. 

The ſentiment which we this day expreſs, has been 
exploded by our enemies. The new government of 
France very early taught the people a leſſon of im- 
piety, by the public profanation of that day, which 
has been honoured by the Chriſtian world ever ſince 
the reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus. A contempt of 
the Goſpel, and a diſbelief in the being of God have 
been avowed with impunity, and with general ap- 
plauſe, in their National Convention. Amidſt the 
tumultuous joy inſpired by their ſucceſſes laſt ſum- 
mer, the ſong of Liberty, was ſubſtituted, by autho- 
rity, in place of that hymn by which the French na- 


tion had for ages expreſt, upon ſimilar occaſions, their 


gratitude to heaven. Amidſt the diſaſters and the 
conſternation of this ſpring, the voice of ſupplication 
has not been addreſt to the Lord of hoſts, | 


Bigotry 


4 1 


Bigotry has been ſometimes repreſented as pecu- 
liar to religious ſects. But it is well known, that a 
blind prepoſſeſſion in favour of particular tenets, de- 
votedneſs to a party, and zeal for making proſelytes, 
have characterized the infidels of every age: And 
our enemies, by conjoining bigotry with the avow- ; 
ed dereliction of every religious ſentiment, have on- 
ly exhibited a national example of what has often 
been remarked in individuals, That the farther a man 
departs from the ſentiments of human nature, and 
the received opinions of his neighbours, he is the 
more ſolicitous to obtain a ſanction for the ſingula- 
rity of his ſyſtem by gaining ſome converts. The 
French philoſophers, in whoſe theories inference and 
conjecture were ſkilfully blended with a lender por- 
tion of facts, and who made many diſcoveries with- 
out forming a juſt comprehenſion of the whole ſyſ- 
tem of nature, had long tarniſhed their fame, and im- 
paired the pleaſure and advantage which Europe de- 
rived from their writings, by introducing, under e- 
very form of compoſition that iſſued from their pen, 
inſidious attacks upon religion, in which the ſophiſ- 
try of their reaſoning was veiled from ordinary eyes, 
under a ſpecious covering of eloquence, ridicule, 
and miſrepreſentation. The vigilance with which 
the antient government guarded the eſtabliſhed reli - 


gion, had produced ſome degree of reſerve in the 
method of conducting thoſe attacks, and oppoſed to 
their 
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their influence the antient prejudices which it che- 
riſhed. But under the new order of things, the phi- 
loſophers, ſome of whom were raiſed to a ſhare of 
the ſupreme power, by obtaining the direction of the 
primary ſchools, and of the other inſtitutions for na- 
tional inſtruction, were enabled to employ the moſt 
eſſectual means of diſſeminating their own principles 
- within the territory of France : And when their ar- 
mies went forth to ſpread inſurre&ions throughout Eu- 
rope, and to exerciſe, in every ſtate where they could 
find admittance, what they call the Revolutionary 
Power, there was opened an object the moſt flatter- 
ing to philoſophical bigotry. The impreſſion that had 
been made upon the minds of men, by the writings 
of the philoſophers, was ſucceeded by the terror of 
arms, whoſe progreſs appeared ſor ſometime to be 
irreſiſtible. The ſoldiers of the Republic received a 
commiſſion to advance through the world as the apoſ- 
tles of Atheiſm; and wherever the deſpotic will of a 
French general was to introduce the liberty and e- 
quality of France, there the antient monuments of 
religion were to fall, amidſt the wreck of the former 

Government. | 
If ever there was a war which deſerved the name 
of a holy war, it is that in which we are now enga- 
ged. We fight not for diſputed tenets, concerning 
which there may be a difference of opinion amongſt 
them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity ;* 
| ND not 
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not for ceremonies of worſhip, or forms of church 
government, in which the kingdom of 'Chriſt does 
not conſiſt : but we fight in defence of the fundamen- 
tal principles of religion, that * God is, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him.” 
For it is not againſt a corrupt form of Chriſtianity 
that the arms of France are directed: It is againſt 
the name of Chriſt : It is againſt the ſovereignty 
of the Lord of nature: It is againſt thoſe prin- 
ciples engraven on the heart of man, which we 
cheriſh as our conſolation in the time of trouble, as 
our guide and our counſellor amidſt the difficulties 
of life, as the ſtrength and the rejoicing of our heart. 
If it were poſſible.-for the ſucceſs of the arms of 
France to equal the wildneſs of her ambition, there 
would be eſtabliſhed throughout Europe, às far as 
the iron hand of power could eſtabliſh a creed fo 
monſtrous, that gloomy ſyſtem which, baniſhing 
mind from the univerſe, deprives the faireſt forms in 
nature of their chief beauty ; which, leaving oppreſt 
innocence without an avenger, and meaſuring all 
| human efforts by the narrow ſpan of time, checks 
every magnanimous exertion ; and which, withdraw- 
ing the actions of man from the controul of an Al- 
mighty Lawgiver, delivers him to be the {lave of 
appetite, and the ſport or the victim of every furi- 
ous paſſion. : | 
God forbid that any of the enormities of the wars 
which, in former times, aſſumed the name of holy, 
ſhould 


1 1 

ſhould diſgrace that which we wage. We know and 
we reſpect the rights of conſcience ; we believe that 
the wrath of men worketh not the righteouſnels of 
* God;” we wiſh not to impoſe upon our enemies a 
ſimilarity to our faith; and in whatever manner the 
effects of their impiety may be allowed by the Al- 
mighty to chaſtiſe them, we ſhall think that we have 
done allthat is incumbent upon usfor promoting their 
converſion, when we, ſecond our prayers, by giving 
them an example of the ſalutary effects, which the 
fear of God produces upon the character of a na- 
tion.— But let a ſenſe of the danger to which religion 
was expoſed, by the progreſs of their arms, unite 
our efforts to guard the ſacred treaſure ; and. while 
the hoſt goeth forth againſt them, let us who remain 
at home raiſe an internal defence againſt the eſta- 
bliſhment of their principles in this Iſland. Let 
Philoſophy and ſound criticiſm, acting in their no- 
bleſt office, as the handmaids of religion, lend their 
aſſiſtance to illuſtrate her divine original, to vindi- 
cate her doctrines ffom mil-repreſentation, and to 
repel the attacks of thoſe who ſpeak evil of what 
« they do not underſtand.“ Let the young and the 
uninformed give ſome credit to the wiſdom of ages, 
and to the names of the many enlightened men who 
have ſtood forth as the Champions of the faith of 
Chriſt; and, inſtead of raſhly abandoning the ſyſtem 
in which they were educated, let them ſtay to en- 

| quire 
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quire whether ſome of the difficulties which they are 
unable to ſolve have not often received a ſatisfying 
anſwer, whether many of the objections which thoſe 
who, preſuming upon the ignorance of their hearers, 
urge with a petulant dogmatical tone, have not been 
found, upon a thorough inveſtigation, to illuſtrate 
and confirm the truth of what, upon a ſuperficial 
view, they ſeemed to overturn. Let the rich and 
great bow with reverence before that Lord who 
* pulleth down one, and ſetteth up another,” by whoſe 
appointment they are made to differ from their neigh- 
bours, and upon the general acknowledgements of 
whoſe ſovereignty depends the ſecurity of their privi- 
leges. Let the poor retain the knowledge of re- 
ligion as a treaſure better than the world can give; 
and let them commit the keeping gf their ſouls to 
Him who is their portion, their Protector, and 
* their exceeding great reward. Let all the diſciples 
of Chriſt recognize this as the ſeaſon when he calls up- 
on thoſe who love him,* to confeſs him beſpre men.“ 
Be not aſhamed of him and of his words becauſe 
ſome have denied him. But let © their hard ſpeeches 
and their ungodly deeds,” ſtir up your ſouls to 
honour his name. * Remember the Sabbath day to 
* keep it holy. Forſake not the aſſembling of your. 
* ſelves together. Search the ſcriptures which teſti- 
fy of Jeſus.” Without reſuming the gloomy, cenſori- 
ous, intolerant ſpirit which, in other days, was a 
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form of godlineſs, but with the meekneſs and 
« gentleneſs of the Maſter whoſe ſteps you follow,“ 
make * your light ſo to ſhine before-men,” that the 
world may take knowledge of you, that you belong to 
that family which is named of Chriſt, : 
Let a firm faith in the ſuperintending Providence 
of God eſtabliſh our minds in perfect tranquillity 
with regard to the iſſue of the preſent conteſt. * The 
floods may lift up their voice: But the Lord on 
© high is mightier than the noiſe of many waters. 
„He ſtilleth the tumult of the people that riſe up 
© againſt Him. The pillars of the earth are the 
Lord's, and he hath ſet the world upon them. 
He will keep the feet of his ſaints, and the wicked 
+ ſhall be ſilent in darkneſs; for by ſtrength ſhall 
© no man prevail. Ariſe, O God, plead thine 
© own gauſe. Lift up thyſelf, thou Judge of the 
© earth; that men may know that Thou whoſe 
name alone is Jehovah art the moſt High over all 
© the earth. Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe 
« thee; the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain.” 


III. When the hoſt goeth forth againſt thine 
enemies, then keep thee from every kind of im- 
morality. _ | 2 | 
Ihe preſent improved ſtate of ſociety delivers us 
from the rude manners of our Anceſtors, and from 
ſome of the enormities of former times. But it has 
| Q 
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a tendency to beget other vices very inconſiſtent with 
the perfection of the human character. Thoſe who 
are nouriſhed in the lap of eaſe, to whom the increaſe 
of wealth and the - refinements of art afford various 
means of enjoyment, are in danger of contracting 
an inattention to every thing -ſerious, and of adopt- 
ing'a looſe and eaſy ſyſtem of morality, which, by 
confining the duties of man to- a few points, giyes 
a licence to the gratification of inordinate defire. 
Thoſe who ſubſiſt by induſtry are apt to pine at be- 
holding the ſplendour and gaieties of perſons exempt- 
ed, by their condition, from the neceſſity of labour: 
And in che progreſs of national proſperity, there is 
ſpread through all ranks a ſpirit of diſſipation, which 
often involves in difficulties, which ſometimes leads 
to crimes, and which always leaves little leifure for 
the improvement of the underſtanding, and the cul- 
ture of virtuous affection. 

This growing ſpirit is rebuked by every interrup- 
tion of national tranquillity. War is a time of re- 
collection, when the dangers to which our friends 
and our country are expoſed, correct the extrava- 
gance of mirth, and recal the mind to ſerious thought. 
War is a time of frugality, when the advanced 
price of many articles of conſumption obliges perſons 
of limited incomes to retrench their expences ; and 
when public ſpirit or compaſſion, counteratt the love 
of pleaſure. by diverting the ſuperfluity of the rich 
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into more afefal channels. War is a ſeaſon of 


exertion, when many are ſummoned, by the com- 
mand of the ſtate, or by the voice of honour, from 
that indolence which enervates their powers, and 


foſters ſenſual deſire, to engage in a perilous lervice , 


when the preparations for that ſervice occupy the 
public counſels, call forth into action a variety of 
talents, and create in every department a multiplici- 
ty of buſineſs ; when the minds of the great body of 
the people, rouzed from the languor of peace, are 
intereſted and inſtructed by the ſucceſſion of events. 

The goods and ills of human life, in ſome degree, 
counterbalance one another. While war is produc- 
tive of ſome of the heavieſt calamities with which 
the human race is viſited, and while the corruption 
of the national character is to be numbered amongſt 
the aggravated evils which ariſe from the long 


continuance of war, an occaſional interruption of 


peace may adminiſter a wholeſome medicine to that 
depravity of manners which is incident to a great 
commercial Nation. He who, by his providence 
and his word, leads us in the way in which we ought 
to walk, and who with a Father's love watches over 
our moſt important intereſts, commands the ſword 
to leave its ſcabbard, that it may chaſtiſe the abuſe 
of the bleſſings of peace; and by ſending this judge- 
ment upon our land, he is now calling the in- 
* habitants thereof to learn righteouſneſs.“ 


The 


L 


The hoſt has gone forth againſt an enemy who 
have exhibited the human character, in a light more 
humiliating and more abominable, than the hiſtory 
of man has preſented for many ages. The contraſt 
to their vices forms of itſelf an excellent directory of 
good conduct; and the beſt way to conquer them 
is to be unlike them. 

Let the men of rank in this country avoid that pro- 
fligacy of manners, by, which the higher orders in 
France rendered themſelves odious and contempti- 
ble. Let them maintain that elevation of ſentiment, 
and that true dignity of conduct, which become their 
birth, their fortune, and. their privileges ; let them 
diſplay that folicitude for the public intereſt, and that 
attention to the employment, the inſtruction, and the 
conſolation of their fellow-ſubjeQts, which 1s the du. 
ty of their ſtation : And let every part of their be- 
haviour diſcover, that they have more ſatisfaction in 
© condeſcending to men of low eſtate,” in relieving 
the diſtreſſed, in promoting plans of general utility, 
and in contributing to the welfare of the communi- 
ty, than in vain parade and frivolous expence. We 
ſhall then honour them as the ſtewards of God, faith- 
ful in that which he hath committed to their truſt. 
We ſhall acknowledge the wiſdom of the deſtination 
of Providence, which employs an unequal diſtribu- 
tion of wealth, as the means of diffuſing a larger por- 


tion of happineſs and improvement, and which by 
2 eſta- 
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eſtabliſhing the diſtinctions of rank, invites every 


man to ſtudy to excel. We ſhall rely upon their 
- wiſdom and their exertions as one of the bulwarks 


of the ſtate : And we ſhall defend their privileges as 


the ſecurity of our own. 


Let thoſe who, in the n 5 of 
this country, have attained to wealth, by eminence 
in the liberal arts, by extended plans of commerce, 
and by improvements in manufactures, guard againſt 
that groſs luxury which often follows after ſudden 
riches, and thoſe ſupercilious manners by which per- 
ſons who have left the rank in which they were born, 
ſometimes remind an intelligent obſerver. from 
whence they ſprung. Let them always be ready to 
encourage the exertions of thoſe who are entering 
upon the path in which they have been ſucceſsful ; 


and whatever ſtation they may reach, if they cannot 


preſerve the ſame ſimplicity of manners, let them 
carry with them the ſame truth and honeſty * which 
they were brought forward. 
Let thoſe who earn their bread by labour, prize the 
bleſſings of that condition which Providence hath aſ- 
hgned them. Do not think, my beloved friends, 
that any kind of gain is to you ſo ſafe and ſo happy, 
as that which you derive from honeſt induſtry, and 
which you ſhare with thoſe whom you love: And 
believe that the apoſtle of Jeſus conſulted the health 
ot your bodies, the peace of your minds, and the 
pro- 
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proſperity of your families, when he exhorted you 
* to be quiet, and to do your own buſineſs, working 
with your own hands that which is good.“ If any 
thing could increaſe the reſpect which you feel for 
the apoſtolical precept, it is the preſent condition of 
that, nation by whom it has been deſpiſed. Plunder 
and maſſacre ſupply for a ſeaſon the idle tunrultuous 
inhabitants of Paris. *But that reſource will ſoon 
be exhauſted, for it works its own deſtruQion ; and 
the corruption and wretchedneſs which it ſpreads 
amongſt thoſe who have ſhared in it moſt largely, are 
a more public exemplification than the world ever 
beheld, of the truth and ſignificancy of theſe words 
which you have read in your bibles. Better is a 
„little with the fear of God, than great treaſure and 
trouble therewith. A little that a righteous man 
* hath is better than the riches of many wicked; for 
© the arms of the wicked ſhall be broken, and their 
* ſword ſhall enter into their own heart. The curſe . 
of the Lord is in the houſe of the wicked; un he 
+ bleſſeth the habitation of the juſt. | 

Let all orders of ſubjects ſtudy to maintain that 
inoffenſive, righteous, and beneficent conduct which 
is CcharaQeriſtical of the diſciples of Chriſt,  * Here, 
in exerciſe yourſelves to have always a conſcience | 
void of offence towards God and towards man.“? 


Phew a ſacred regard to the principles of juſtice in 
all 
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all your intercourſe with one another. Speak ye 
the truth every man to his neighbour. Execute 
the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: 
And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts 
< againſt his neighbour, and love no falſe oath : for 
© all theſe are things that I hate, faith the Lord. 
Suppreſs the firſt emotions of envy, that wretched 
malevolent ſentiment, which is foſtered by idleneſs, 
and which, proceeding upon falſe ſuperficial views, 
is more cruel and outrageous than any other paſſion. 
H you are wiſe enough to ayail yourſelves of your 
own advantages, if you know how to extract out of 
your own condition the good which it is fitted to af. 
ford, and if you cultivate that ſubſtantial happineſs 
which every man, whether he be rich or poor, may 
find in the ſecurity of a devout mind, in the eaſe and 
cheerfulneſs of a contented ſpirit, in the teſtimony 
ol a good conſcience, and in the joy of a benevolent 
heart, then, inſtead of that evil eye with which many 
behold their neighbour, you will derive a real acceſ- 
tion to your own happineſs from his proſperity, and 
* you will have to give to him that needeth.” Hold 
in abhorrence the ſavageneſs of thoſe who trample 
upon the peace and the ſecurity of their neighbours, 
when it ſtands in the way of the gratification of their 
ungovernable paſſions. Believe that every ſenti- 
ment which leads you to violate the rights of your 

Bs | neigh- 
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neighbour, is deſtructive of your own happineſs ; - 
and do not allow yourſelves to think that any object 
is to you ſo important, or any intereſt ſo dear, as the 
preſerving in your own breaſts the temper of a Chriſ- 
tian, and the exhibiting in your lives the various 
expreſſions of that divine principle, which * ſuffereth 
© long, and is kind, which doth not behave itſelf 
« unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily pro- 
* voked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in n iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth.? | 
True public ſpirit embraces all the E 
of morality which I have thus ſlightly touched. 
For virtue is the ſtrength and the ſecurity of a 
ſtate. By forming the mind to fortitude, activi- 
ty, and perſeverance, it qualifies the members to 
defend the bleſſings which they poſſeſs; and. by 
inſpiring affection and mutual confidence, it gives 
firmneſs and energy to thoſe who are united -in a 
good cauſe, But vice is weakneſs. It renders 
every hand feeble and every; heart faint. It con- 
verts man into a ſelfiſh animal, who lives pure- 
ly for his own gratification : And if it does often 
unite men of ſimilar characters in purſuing a joint 
intereſt, or in following the impulſe of a com- 
mon paſſion, yet by filling their breaſts with ſuſpi- 
cion and jealouſy, it enervates all their operations; it 
prepares the diſſolution of that aſſociation which it 
had formed; and at length it ſcatters the aſſociates, 


every man to ſcek ſhelter for himſelf, without feel- 
\ E. ing 
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ing any obligation to cover from mfamy or from 


danger thoſe whom he has deſerted and betrayed.— 
Vice is a principle of diſſatisfaction and turbulence. 


»The wicked are like the troubled ſea when it can- 


© not reſt. They feel no quietneſs within ;? and 
ſeek, by inceſſant changes, to fly from that wretch- 
edneſs which they muſt ever carry about with 
them, becauſe it reſults from a ſtate of mind that 
poiſons the comfort of every condition. Bur a 
*:go0d man is ſatisfied out of himſelf. The fruit of 
* righteouſneſs is ſown in peace ;* and they who are 
guided by © the wiſdom that is from above, ſhew out 
of a good converſation their works with meekneſs 
of wiſdom.'—In vice, too, there is a propagation of 
weakneſs. If one generation is taken away before 
their wickedneſs has received the full meaſure of 


national correction, the children, accuſtomed to hear 


religion and patriotiſm treated with ſcorn, and early 
initiated in all the depravity of the parents, are ſtill 
leſs capable of averting the evils which have been 
prepared for them. But virtue is tranſmitted from 
Father to Son, the moſt precious part of that in- 
© heritance which a good man leaves to his child- 
« ren's children! If the people of Great Britain, 
warned by the preſent war, keep themſelves from 
every wicked thing,” they will keep their children 
alſo; for their counſels and their example will train 
a ſucceeding race in the love of the Conſtitution, 

in 
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in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,” and in 
the practice of righteouſneſs. 


We ſhall, ere long, be gathered to our Fathers, and 


thoſe who come in our place will have to defend 


againſt future aggreſſions the venerable fabric which 


we now guard. Let us, then, tell the towers of Zion 
to the generation following. Let us accuſtom them 
* to mark well her bulwarks, and to conſider her 
« palaces.” Amidſt our ſolicitude to prepare them for 
the buſineſs of life, let us never forget that the fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ;* and as we 
would wiſh to inſpire their tender breaſts with the 
hatred of all that is falſe, mean, and cruel, and with 
the love of every manly, humane, and generous ſenti- 


ment, let us teach them to remember their Creator 


in the days of their youth.“ Then we may hope, that 


the Lord our God who has been with us, as he was 


with our fathers, will be alſo with our children. We 


ſhall leave behind us a race furniſhed with that * 


intelligence, that manlineſs, and public ſpirit, by 
which our anceſtors were diſtinguiſhed, and by which, 
under God, the liberties of this land were eſtabliſh- 
ed: And in the character of the minds which we 
rear, we ſhall form and we ſhall traſmit a delightful 
pledge, that this Iſland will continue to lateſt ages 
the fair feat of regulated freedom, of rational religion 


and of public virtue. 15 
Look 


* 


*+: 1 | 
* Look down from heaven, O*® God of hoſts; 
and behold and viſit this vine; The vineyard 
whichthy*right hand hath planted, and the branch 
which thou madeſt ſtrong for thylelf. Let thy 
work appear unto thy ſervants, and thy glory un. 
to their children. Then ſhall our land yield her 
increaſe. The ſeed allo of thy ſervants ſhall in- 
herit it; and they that love thy name ſhall dwell 
| therein! Amen. 
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